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PROEM 

In Indian Literature a story never confines itself 
to' the delineation of characters or incidents alone or 
just to the technic of constructing a plot. A story or 
legend becomes a powerful symbol, inspiring a Sahri- 
daja on all levels by providing aesthetic joy as well as 
spiritual message. From the Vedas to the later secular 
literary forms it is this unique underlying synthesis 
which marks the Indian attitude. The Krishna legend 
is unparalleled among such symbols. The reasons for 
this are many. 

The Incarnation or Avatar concept forms a very 
important aspect of Indian culture. All Avatars 
descend from the immaculate Universal Soul as human 
beings in different ages for the establishment of Dha- 
rma, gathering round them the Godheads of Cosmic 
intellegences. Avatars are of many types, classified in 
the tradition by the elders as Amsa (Partial), Kala 
( fLefltfteJ ) and Poorna (Perfect). The incarnation 
of Krishna is considered to be the supreme among the 
incarnations. " Am s avatar a anyetu krsnastu Bhagavan 
ruHyata". In Krishna the Jccha, Kriya and Jnana 
aspects culminated into one perfection. Vasudeva,the 
Supreme Soul desc-nds from the state of the highest 
splendour into the world of manifestation as its saviour . 
The incarnation of Krishna is matchless either^ in the 
.manifestation of divine splendours or expounding the 
Spiritual truths. The splenderous play of the Lord 
becomes an eternal symbol for the six qualities, 
strength, opulence, valour etc., and makes the 
story a thing of wonder. The divine splendours, 
exhibited by Krishna become manifested examples of 
the unmanifestcd splendour of the Eternal, 
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Krishna's story becomes a source of eternal joy 
for those who approach it. There is nectarine sweetness 
in every thing connected with Krishna, Even the 
philosophic background is unique. The all-exceeding 
splendour of the Lord 5 which becomes the nucleus of 
of the Vasudeva, the Sankarshna, the Pradyumna 
and the Aniruddha Plans (Vyuhas) paved the high way 
for a well institutionalised ritualstic traditions in the 
temple worship (Agama). 

The Gospal of Krishna remains a unique work of 
philosophy, without a second. In the Tantrik cults 
too the image of Krishna looms large. Krsne Kali 
Saktirjrimbhe Yatha Prahustantrikah. * 

" The image of Krishna has infinite facets. The 
life story of Sri Krishna is complete in itself with its 
unparalleled glory before which all other accounts pale 
into insignificance. From birth to the final exit, he 
remains a solitary wonder. His descent is not as 
simple as that of other Avatars. Along with Him 
descended to Earth all the Godheads. His childhood 
is replete with charmingly sweet incidents which offer 
a philosophic commentary on the efforts of a human 
soul towards God-realisation. The erotic splendour 
of Krishna is irresistably attractive as it is tantalising. 
His romantic episodes become not only founts of 
immortal poetry but also symbols of his" splendour. 
Unlike in other Avatars the establishment of Dharma, 
the Eternal Law, through direct and indirect means, is 
on a scale as large as the world. What he taught is never 
without relevance to human life- He himself followed 
every precept he preached. Thus Krishna emerges as 
a symbol of all human emotions and the philosophy of 
Eternal Dharma. 

1 " 1 " ""' ""WMMMWlpwiiihiisiiiii HiMiiFw*.. 'i Hmin- M Ham******* "*" :uff '" ' 
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Even from the secular point of view there is noth- 
ing more appealing or enjoyable than the all - embrac- 
ing story of Krishna, Though enticingly sweet under 
normal circumstances, he becomes terribly awe-inspir- 
ing when Dharma is at stake. Though he is never a 
king, kings and emperors used to shiver in their shoes 
in his commanding presence. Good humoured mischief 
and deep ethical philosophy arc uniquely blended in 
his childish pranks. Even as a child he skilfully 
desrtoyed the evil spirits^ called Yathudhanas. He 
remained the sole object of love and affection for his 
many wives as well as the target of Ultimate aspira- 
tions and desires of all the human beings. Thus as 
a romantic hero, Krishna has no match in world 
literature - he never stood for physical or carnal desire, 
but for the ultimate, experience of Ananda. 

% 

He established Dharma in a way which is unique. 
Selfish considerations and personal attachments never 
weigh with him. He can wreak destruction on a grand 
scale with a smile on bis lips if it is needed for Dharma. 
As a matter of fact his entire life is Dharma which he 
lived every moment of his life during his earthly sojourn 
to set an example for others. Himself being the Supreme 
Lord, he always bowed down his head in reverence to 
Devarishis, Rajarishis and Brahrnarishis. Never is he 
considerate towards those who swerved from the path 
of Dharma. He impressed his contemporary rulers by 
his superhuman prowess and skill and won their most 
intimate confidence. He never, showed any obligation 
to goodness; friendship and kinship when they ran 
contrary to Dharma, It is impossible to come across 
a life which is so totally dedicated to Dharma, At the 
same time Krishna stands for highest courtesy and 
unmatchable propriety iti human relations* 
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Krishna's is a story of full - blooded humanity : 
he is out and out human. Reviewed from this angle 
the story of Krishna appears to us as a harrowing 
human tragedy. He was born in a prison cell, while 
his parents were under - going captivity in the hands 
of his own uncle Kamsa. In the final stage of his life 
he stands as a spectator when his own kith and kin 
destory themselves, mutually fighting. Contending 
with opposition, intrigues, plots and scandals - even 
attempts at his life is his lot. But inspite of every 
thing sweet smile never deserts him. The spell of his 
attraction never wanes. He always lives in the bliss of 
eternal present, a thing which everybody should 
emulate. 

Krishna 9 s splendours are all ~ pervading as the 
Lord himself puts in GITA "Naniosti Mama D ivy an am 
Vibhutinam Parantapa (10-40)". The splendours 
he speaks of are not confined to this or that aspect of 
creation only. They are eternally omnipresent as 
Krishna is. 

Krishna's story is unique as it is in many aspects 
inspires humanity of all times and climes. It has a 
wide range of influence. From the Vedas to the later 
Indian languages, from the Vedanta to the later 
schools of philosophy,, from the aesthetics of Fine Arts 
to the scientific analytical approach - everything was 
influenced to some degree or other by the ineffable 
beauty of Krishna's philosophy. This goes on for ever 
and anon. 

The philosophic basis of and seeds for Krishna 
tradition are found in the Vedic literature. The 
seeds sprout out into a mighty tree in the Mahabharata 
and Peranas. In the Indian languages Krishna story 
fired the creative imagination of the poets of different 
ages and became popular depending: on the mflicti of* 
the age. 
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The present thesis aims at presenting the evolution 
of Krishna story in Telugu literature through ages. 
The following is the scheme of the study. In the Frst 
Chapter the beginnings of Krishna legend, its evolution 
through different ages and its influence on various 
poets are dealt with in a general way so as to provide 
a background only. All the important aspects pertain* 
ing to Krishna found in the Vedas, Epics and Puranas 
are dealt with. No attempt is made to fix the chrono- 
logy of the Puranas as it does not fit in with the present 
scheme of review. In a review like this one can trace 
the influence of the neighbouring literatures on the 
literature concerned. But as the growth and develop- 
ment of Krishna story is mainly confined to Sanskrit 
literature and the tempermental affinity of certain 
poets for the theme they have chosen is an important 
factor, no such attempt of tracing the neighbouring 
influences is made. But wherever such an influence 
is found to be powerful enough it is discussed in its 
context. 

The second chapter comprises a condensed history 
of Telugu literature from the view point of the Krishna 
story. No attempt is made for fixing the chronology 
of the poets or a critical evaluation of all the literary 
works. An attempt is made to trace the rise and fall 
of Telugu literature with Krishna legend as a nucleus 
of poetic creation against the background of the social 
environment. This is the aim with which the present 
study is undertaken. Various aspects of a poet's work 
can be better appreciated when we trace the evolu- 
tion of his art. 

As the very title suggests a greater importance is 
given to a study of the Krishna legend. By "story 35 it 
IFIme ant a literary and philosophic symbol found and 
expressed in tfce works already mentioned. Hdlr did 
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the Krishna legend appear and reappear in different 
ages in Telugu literature ? Due to the interaction bet- 
ween the mind of the poet and the social and historical 
conditions, Krishna legend undergoes a change and 
appears differently. In each age it is projected in a 
different light, The presentation of Krishna legend 
is studied from the view point of thought evolution,, 
not from a historical standpoint. In the present study 
literature is the primary consideration and hence due 
importance is given to the poets. . A poet is a product 
of his own age as well as one who shapes and influence 
it* Krishna Story inspired many poets by its power^ 
and infinite variety, mystic charm and ineffable sweet- 
ness - a phenomenon which is beyond a clearcut 
analysis. In such cases the individuality of the poet is 
important. But there are also other poets who fell in 
line with the trends of the age and just looked upon 
the Krishna story as a potential theme for their poetry. 
Krishna becomes a mere literary symbol in their hands. 
But there are others poets who are drunk deep with 
the inspiration and portrayed the Krishna story frora 
the higher levels of intuition. : While the former 
are called poets the later are revered and looked upon 
as seers. Though they are much less in number impor- 
tance is given to them in the present study* 

In pur.rewiew, discussion on the family pedigree of 
the poets is scrupulously left out, as also the popular 
familiar anecdotes connected with them. 

The following aspects are taken into consideration, 

while evaluating the work of a poet : 

1. The artistry of a poet shown in the delineation of 

the character of Kiishna and presentation of the 

Krishna story, 

2. The poetic excellence displayed by the poet whil e 
doing so* 
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3, The new facets of personality and philosophy oj 
Krishna revealed by the poet. 

4. The contribution of a poet to the Krishna legend 
in the course of its evolution. 

In a general survey like this it is not possible to 
include all the poets from Nannaya to the poets of the 
present day, as they are innumerable, While books of 
special merit are given importance, a mention is made 
of other routine works from the historical point of view 
without reducing the survey into a mere catalogue. 
Even in such cases a mention is made of Its inherent 
merit 

There are two traditions in the Krishna story. 
The first one consisting of the accounts found in Bha- 
rata s Harivamsa, Vishnupurna and Bhagavata, is very 
popular in Telugu Literature. The other tradition 
consists of the accounts given in Brahma, Brahmanda, 
Padma, Garga and Devi Bhagavata Puranas. Keeping 
aside the details of the story and Puranic scheme, these 
books introduce the Radhakrishna cult and propound 
Krishna of Goloka as the centre of the Cosmic creation 
and all Avatars; As this concept of Krishna as the 
dweller of Goloka has not become as popular as the Kri- 
shna of Mahabh'arata and Bhagavata. In the present 
survey a secondary importance is given to them. These 
are called Visista Puranas. The poetic works inspired 

** ' .,. " 

by them too are less popular with the readers. Never the 
less a due place is given to them in the survey. 

In the Third Chapter the Krishna story is reviewed 
under certain heads like Avatarana Vyufaa ( the 
Descent); Balya Leela (the Child-hood); Sringara 
Kalyana Leela ( the Erotic and romantic episodes) 
etc. Under each head the attitude of the major poets 

who dealt with Jihat episode and the underlying 

j^^^ 



philosophic import are brought out. How the same- 
episode has evolved through ages has been traced as 
per the principles already laid down. Differentiation 
has not been made on tke basis of the Literary form, 
chosen by the pocjt for his work. From the Puranic 
accounts to the innovations in the later literary forms 
find a place in the present discussion. 

Tn the second part of the Third Chapter an account 
of Krishna legend as it appears in Folk literature, 
Songs of the women folk, Padas, minor poems and 
writings in Free Verse is given. Works which do no* 
come under any of the above classes are dealt with it* 
third part of the Chapter, In the above Chapter the 
most representative work is taken up for review from 
each class as well as the works of most out-standing 
merit, while a passing mention is made of routine 

works. 

The fourth Chapter sums up various aspects pre- 
sented in the thesis and the conclusions are drawn. A 
compendium of Krishna Story as it appears in Bharata, 
Harivamsa, Bhagavata and other Puranas is given 
under Appendex. Now published separately. 

The Krishna Literature is as wide in its range as 
it is deep in its significance. An approach in synthesis 
is attempted of various aspects pertaining to the 
Krishna story. More often than not the content of 
a book gets priority over a mere mention of its name. 
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